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Miami University  

Message to the Community from Provost Osborne 

Colleagues, 

As President Crawford addressed in his message yesterday evening, we are working closely with the Butler 

County Health District and the Ohio Department of Health to ensure we are taking all reasonable actions to 

support students feeling unwell and to prevent spread of disease. We are also reaching out to every person at 

Miami who has traveled to China in the past two weeks. Right now, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention are labeling the Novel Coronavirus as “low risk” and we are responding accordingly. 

Our Code of Love and Honor states that we demonstrate Love and Honor “by supporting and caring for [our] 

fellow Miamians." This means that we treat our fellow Miamians with care and compassion, even when (or 

especially when) we are anxious or afraid. It is bad enough to be unwell under any circumstance. Imagine how 

frightening it must be to feel unwell while at college in a foreign country. Many of our students from China 

must also be very worried about their loved ones back home. I urge each of you to treat all members of our 

community with compassion rather than suspicion. 

During this time, which happens to also be peak cold and influenza season, we urge faculty to provide as much 

accommodation as soon as possible for students who are unwell or who are wanting to avoid physically 

attending class. We encourage academic divisions and departments to help their faculty implement temporary 

accommodations such as: 

 Implementing less restrictive attendance policies; 

 Providing alternative assignments, readings, etc. to allow mastery of content delivered in class; 

 Using modern IT tools such as Canvas or WebEx to live stream classes, to provide students 

collaborative/groupwork opportunities remotely, or to provide asynchronous access to recorded material. 

In addition to the information found on Miami’s website and the CDC’s website, Miami has set up a call center 

to address any general questions or concerns at 513-529-9000. If you are concerned that a student in your class 

is ill and should see a physician, encourage them to call Student Health Services (513-529-3000) prior to 

walking over, so the staff at the health center can be prepared to receive the student. Please share these points 

with colleagues, students, or parents who reach out to you directly. 

As always, we thank you for your continued support of all of our students in their academic success. 

Love and Honor, 

Jason 
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